Pam:666.8:(*41N) STA 


| 


es 

fal 

= a 

= 

tad 

iw 

{[— 

z 

z 

a co 

a ~ 

ri fon) 

7 | mead 

F “ 

> Ton) 

“tf w 

a = 

re a) 

ee 

aa 

s 2 

= co 

z » 
Ve) 


WOdd 10d 


be a 
mip eit) 


Ait ihe - 


Ris 


Parts yon 
‘ee 
Ont 


652 


978 


~ 
o> 

3 
=~ 


+x 


2 
Pe 


= 
a 
F 


"Mail Delivery by Sled 
_ in the North 


Klondike, lured by the vision 
of gold, are nearly all gone 
now. But until his death in February 
1977 Norman Fisher lived and 
worked in the land of the Gold Rush. 
Fisher was the principal driver of 
the dogsied which transported the 
mail between Atlin, British Colum- 
bia and Carcross, Yukon Territory. 
His sled will be on display at the 
Canada Post exhibit at CAPEX. 
The following is a transcript of a 
portion of an interview with Mr. 
Fisher conducted by John Oliphant 
the year before Mr. Fisher died at 
94 


T HE men who rushed to the 


“My partner wanted to go Daw- 
son so we went to Dawson and got 
up there and christ, there were ten 
men for every job. This was 1902 
So we sat around there for pretty 
well two months. We had a job in 
a gravel pit for awhile. It kept us 
eating. Then we went down to the 
boat to get a job and there would 
probably be close to a thousand men 
around there looking for a job. So 
I came down to Atlin and I’ve been 
here ever since. The first year I 
came in there must have been four 
or five thousand people. There were 
nine saloons in town and pretty near 
as many in Discovery so there were 
quite a bunch of people around. I 
don’t think they were ever counted 
but there had been a lot more and 


they were going out pretty fast 


when I came in. 

“There were two sawmills here 
and I got a job in the sawmill the 
second day I was in town. It run 
about a week and it sold out to the 
other sawmill and I was out of a 
job. Then I got a job up at McKee 
Creek with an old miner. I was up 
there about two weeks and he fired 
me. Said I wasn’t working as hard 


as I should. He was running out of . 


gold, that was really the trouble. 
Then T went up to Spruce Creek, 
There was hydraulicking up there 


Red ut tht Flosed up after a week or 
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two. Then I was on Boulder Creek 
and then I worked surveying, driv- 
ing teams, bow and scraper, pick 
and shovel, blacksmith, in the cook 
house. 

‘I don’t like to talk about the hard 
trips on the mail because most of 
them were just goddamned foolish- 
ness. There’s nothing much to being 
on the mail except driving dogs and 
getting wet once in a while and it’s 
hard work. Once I was fourteen 
days from here to Log Cabin carry- 
ing the mail to Carcross. We used 
to make that trip in two days. It 
started to rain the first night out and 
we went through the ice two or three 
times. Captain Alexander was with 
me and we got into all kinds of jack- 
pots. He was.adamn good swimmer 
otherwise neither one of us would 
be alive. The lake was open at Gold- 
en Gate so we built a raft but it 
took us a long time. We were sitting 
on the beach four or five days get- 
ting the raft together. When we 
started across, a big wind came up 
and brought the ice down on top of 
us. We fought ice all that night with 
six dogs getting on and off the raft 
and finally we got in out of the storm 
and with not very much grub either. 
Why the raft didn’t come apart that 
night, God only knows, I don’t. In 
fact, we bid goodbye to each other 
two or three times that night. I 
should have had sense enough to 
come back but in those days it was 
kind of a disgrace to start on a trip 
like that and then turn back. . 

“IT lost a sack of mail going out. 
The dogs were getting tired and I 


said, ‘I’m going to take the rope. 


off. The dogs are too tired to run 
away.’’ No sooner had | took the 
rope off when along come a couple 
of cariboo and away went the dogs. 
One dog came back without its pack 
and I guess I’m suspect yet. I went 
out and looked for it but the muskeg 
was so goddamned thick you coul- 
dn’t see your own feet. After I came 


back from looking for it, the man a 
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who had the mail contract said, 
“It’s no use looking for it. It’s im- 
possible to find.’’ His next trip out, 
he drowned himself coming home. 

“TI never went through the ice 
very much. I dropped in a few 
times. On the last trip in the spring 
coming in, I should have had a man 
with me but I didn’t. I was coming 
in from Carcross and goddarn it, 
the ice was getting bad. I crossed 
the lake down towards Tagish 
Ferry and the ice seemed pretty 
good there. I had left Carcross 
about midnight. Goddam it all of a 
sudden the sleigh just dropped 
through. I guess I was sleepy, I 
don’t know, or I would have seen 
it. And I thought, ‘‘Well, I guess this 
is it.’’ The sleigh just went down 
about the depth of that stove and 
there was a little pinnacle of rock 
just sitting there. The dogs all come 
back and got onto the sleigh. It was 
down in the water four or five feet. 
That was a job all alone. That mail 
was damn well moist. It took me 
nearly all the rest of the day to get 
the damn mail out and there was 
only one way I could get it and thaf 
was to go down and get it. I couldn't 
pull the sleigh up with the mailon 
it, I had to take it off a bag at a 
time. I could keep my head above 
water most of the time but it was 
a Jot of damn hard work when 
you’re alone. 

“I think my hardest trip with the 
mail was one fall when it turned 
cold here very early. The last trip 
we crossed Tagish Lake in a canoe 
and it was fifty below with a strong 


four trips and it just started getting 
colder every day. The fellow that 


- was with me lay down in the bottom 


of the canoe. He said, “I can’t do 
it anymore. I can’t go on.’’ He had 
the hardest job. He was up in the 
bow of the canoe breaking ice and 
I was paddling. I let him rest 
awhile. He came to again and we 


fey made shore but it was god- 


~ north wind blowing. We made about | 
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Rare U.S. Stamps 


ou are invited to enjoy building a rare 

U.S. stamp collection. Become a sub- 

ciee! in the Rare U.S, Stamp Investments 
lub, 


Rare U.S. stamp investments are liquid. 
The ever-increasing demand for quality 
United States stamps has created a selier’s 
market. 


During the last 10 to 20 years, rare U.S. 
starnp values have been spiraling up at rates 
which may be unbelievable to conventional 
stock market investors. During the past two 
years alone, U.S. stamp vaiues have achieved 
an average annua! compounded growth rate 
of 15.5%! — far outpacing the overall! per- 
formance of mutua! funds, the Dow Jones 
industria! Average and the average annual 
increase in consumer prices. 


These imprassive increases in value are the 
result of a rapidly increasing demand by 
professional stamp collectors and investors 


for the absolutely fixed supply of existing © 


rare U. S. stamps. The supply of U. S. 
stamps produced in the 19th and early 20th 
Centuries can never be increased. As today’s 
27 million stamp collectors become more 
affluent and as thousands of new collectors 
join their ranks each year, cornpetition for 
the higher quality stamps of the past will 


only serve to drive their prices ever: higher. 


Rare U.S. stamp investments are completely 
Private. A large investment in rare stamps 
can be stored safely in a small place — like 
an album or safe deposit box. No one ever 
needs to know you are investing in stamps 
or how much your investment is worth. 
Our members’ names are held strictly confi- 
dential. 


Now, our professional new service makes in- 
vesting in rare U.S. stamps simple. You can 
Participate with confidence in the rapidly ri- 
sing values of rare U.S. stamps. For as little 
as $25 per month, FNI will help you build a 
rare stamp investment portfolio on a regular 
monthly basis. As a subscriber to Rare U.S. 
Stamp Investments, you are given the op- 
portunity to capitalize on the experience 
and know-how of our stamp = experts. 


Build a complete collection of America’s 
greatest stamps chosen by distinguished ad- 
visors. Join this unique Club today! 


To learn more about this exciting new 
Opportunity, write today to: 


F.N.1. Inc. — Box 2557 
McAllen, Texas 7850) $5 
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j Box 2557, McAllen, Texas 78501 
Please send complete information on] 
| Rare U.S. Stamp Investments plan. | 
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damn cold. You had to be in pretty 
good shape to stand it. 

‘He bought a hotel in Vancouver 
just after that. The Melbourne was 
the name of the place. It was pretty 
tough joint. I never stayed there but 
every time I was in town years after 
he’d call me up and he’d be telling 
stories about being on the mail, you 
know, and he’d want me to verify 
them. He’d say, ‘Come and tell 
these sons of bitches I’m telling the 
truth.’ 

“They said from here (Atlin) to 
Carcross in the fall of the year was 
the hardest mail trip in Canada. I 
guess it was. Of course if the ice 
was good you couldn’t have wanted 
anything better. It depended on the 
weather. 

“It must have been about 1904 
when I was first on the mail. I used 
to be on the mail every winter and 
mining in the summer. I got to know 
the country between here and Log 
Cabin and Carcross and Bennett. I 
got to know it pretty well. I used 
to carry three hundred and fifty 
pounds of mail and it’s quite a load 
on a bad trail. The Telegraph Creek 
run was just you and the dogs and 
nobody to interfere with you. That 
was a nice run. One time it wasn’t 
very good. The snow got so damn 
deep, I couldn’t find the trail and 
the dogs couldn’t find it so I camped 
on the lake till morning. I just 
made a little hole in the snow and 
the dogs and I piled in together. It 
was quite comfortable. 


“If a man watches his dogs, he 
can learn quite a lot — how to be 
comfortable, where to be comfort- 
able. I think I learned more from 
the dogs than they ever learned 
from me.” 

In 1975 The Whitehorse Star 
reported the first re-enactment of 
the Atlin-Carcross mail run. It has 
since become a regular event of the 
Atlin winter carnival and approx- 
imately 2,000 commemorative 
covers are carried each year. 


Philatelic Center Opens 
in Duluth 


A new philatelic center called Le Voy- 
ageur’s Trading Poste will open in the 
lobby of the main post office in Duluth, Min- 
nesota 26th May 1978. Specially cacheted and 
postmarked envelopes commemorating the 
opening will be available as long as the supply 
lasts for 35¢ each or three for $1. A stamped, 
self-addressed No. 10 envelope should 
accompany each order which should be 
addressed to Le Voyageur’s Trading Poste, 
Duluth, Minn. 55806. 


Rushstamps of England 
Now Represented by 
Eric Friedman 


A NNOUNCEMENT has been received 
that Rushstamps of Hampshire, Eng- 
land, will be represented in the U.S.A. by Eric 
Friedman (East Coast Division), P.O. Box 
579, New York, N.Y. 10028. The former West 
Coast Division operated by Ivan Hiller, Mira- 
cle Mile Stamp Center, 5613 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles, will be phased out as of Ist June 
1978; collectors of Great Britain Com- 
monwealth may obtain their requirements 
from Mr. Friedman, telephone 212-369-5001. 
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# Average Fine F-VF V.F. Superb 
Cl) st se henle gy intceonaasidesans 2.00 3.85 5.90 12.00 16.80 
Cl) stright BGG ibs egies es crn cade inves ee — 3.85 7.80 — 
C11 plate block N.H. ...ccsecrecseseees 26.00 28.00 50.00 75.00 pad 
Cl). pleaaibe is, v Gae, vst tenga 21.50 = 34.00 2a cen 
Cll plate block - double top ......... we — 65.00 —— — 
C23 slr ces Murieivib ies rte ies coh 15 .20 25 55 85 
C23 blocks of four ...... aol -eliainadgith an ass 75 .90 2.10 3.40 oa 
C23 centerline blocks ......... S iette ss —_— —_— 3.00 4.25 — 
C23 pHBRRBNKI cc indeases snags esceks ss — 6.75 7.25 10.50 15.25 
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- 2 Satisfaction Guaranteed. N.Y.S. Res. add tax. Orders under $50.00 add $1.00 postage 
and handling. VISA/BankAmericard and Master Charge accepted on orders of $25.00 
or more. Send all raised information. 
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